Patrick Crowley



Rails for Legacy Apps



(How to use Rails
with existing apps)







® New I1deas
® No users
® Zero code investment

® Best case scenario



But, in the real world...
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® | egacy content
¢ Existing userbase

® Front end (HTML + CSS)

e Database Schema



Q: How can | use Rails
with a legacy app?



® Don’t! (Leave site as is)
® Reboot site with Rails

¢ Or, maybe...



Use Rails as a control
panel to run your site



Case study:
Cinema Treasures



Home | Theater Guide | Book Project | Links | Favorites | Add Theaters, News, or Links | Become a Member | About Us
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Have You Voted?
Make sure you participate in
this week's Cinema Treasures
poll! more
Theater Guide

. The ultimate guide to classic movie theaters
Search

® Theaters __) News () Links

dvanced search

We're building the world's largest and most up-to-date guide to classic movie theaters. We currently

Theater Guide list nearly 14,800 theaters on Cinema Treasures, and will continue adding more as our site grows.
Now listing 14,815 theaters &

,998 photos... mo If you can't find your favorite theater, just add it to Cinema Treasures!
srowse bdy...
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Function Location
Movies, Movies st Run), g Arts USA, England, Australia, C

Style N
Updated Status Theater Chain
ve Open, Closed, Renovating, Demolishec Fox, Loews, Paramount,
VR
Style Architect
Art Deco, Art Moderne, Art Nouveau, Baroque John Eberson, Thomas Lamb,
Beaux-Arts, Cine Marcus Priteca

Number of Seats Architecture Firm
1-999, 1000 , 2000-2999, 3000-3999 Rapp & Rapp, Boller Brothers, Meyer & Holler,
Pflueger Architects
Newest Theaters Number of Screens
ov 02 Crest Theatre Single Screen, Twin, Triplex, Multiplex (- Newest/Updated
ov 02 State Theatel Screen), Multiplex (5 Screen) Newest Theaters, Updated Theaters
J2 Strand Theatre
Phoenix 10 at the... Photographs Virtual Tours
lorthlake Mall I... By Thumbnail, By List Capitol Theatre, Plaza Theatre

Find a theater...
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e (INEMA TREASURES

Have You Voted?

Make sure you participate in
this week’s Cinema Treasures
poll! more

Grauman's Chinese Theatre
Hollywood, CA

Search

® Theaters _) News ) Links .

Status: Open Function: Movies Architect: Raymond )
Screens: Multiplex (7 Screen Seats: 1492 Firm: Meyer
Style: Art Deco, Oriental Chain:

Theater Guide

Now listing 14,814 theaters & Grauman’s Chinese Theatre is arguably the most famous movie

,598 photos... mo theater in the world. Built in 1927, the Chinese has been the

site of thousands of movie premieres and the destination of
millions of tourists. Scores of celebrities have left their
footprints, hand prints and hoof prints on the walkways near
and on the theater’s courtyard.

In 1973, Mann Theatres bought the Chinese and in 1999, two
theaters were added next to the Chinese turning the Chinese
into a triplex. The Chinese remained a three screen theater
until 2000 when the two added theaters were razed to make
way for the construction of the Kodak Theater -- the new site

Add Your Cmemd Treasure! of the Oscars. The theater underwent a recent renovation to

Add The return its exterior to its S past and Mann Theatres also added

id Phe ne) an adjoining 6 screen multiplex theater.

id The OWS
Still opulent in red tonality and Asiatic influences, Grauman’'s

N west Thedters Chinese remains the ultimate movie palace experience. Recent exterior view of Grauman's

! e The Chinese Theatre (following its 2002
Y2 Stran .,I Tl Related WeDSMes“ L renovation)

Phoenix |;] [!’_ the... Mann The RIRRECH Photo courtesy of William Gabel
Northlake Mall |...

Lyric Theater

Eighty One Tl' eatre

Ashby Theat

S YOUR COMMENTS

Grauman’s Chinese Theater opened May 18, 1927. The architects were Meyer & Holler. Theater







How did we edit
theaters?




phpMyAdmin
(sadly)




¢ Intended for developers
¢ Easy to harm database

® Doesn’t scale



Why not roll your own?



® Not highest priority
® Busy with other things

® | never want to write
PHP again.



Let’s do 1t in Ralls!



Basic concept









Demo



Issues | ran into



¢ Non-plural table names

¢ Had to remove primary
Id’s on join tables

® Needed a way to delete
cached templates on
db update



How long did this take?



1 week /
2 - 3 hours per day




The End
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